Bankruptcy Avenue

Before entering it, however, Whiteley might have
walked northward up Tottenham Court Road to a
graceful building fronted with two-storied Ionic
columns and comprising three houses, Nos. 154, 155,
and 156. Here was situated the business of Shoolbred,
Cooke and Son, linen- and woollen-drapers, silk-
mercers, and carpet warehousemen, which advertised
itself as cc without exception the largest of any in their
department in London, with a larger stock and greater
choice of every description of drapery and furnishing
goods than at any other warehouse in the kingdom."
The fortunes of this firm, founded in 1820, had been
built up by the energy and enterprise of James Shool-
bred, who, dying in 1845, had passed on the business
in a flourishing condition to his son, James. Shool-
bred's set out to cater for the aristocratic inhabitants
of Bloomsbury, and prided itself on supplying only
goods of the highest and most expensive quality. It
was beginning to find among its customers a demand
that it should extend its activities into fields wider than
drapery. In Tottenham Court Road already at this
time furniture shops were beginning to multiply. Close
to Shoolbred's, for instance, stood the growing business
of Maple's, founded in 1842, while farther down the
road at No. 203 the widow Fanny Heal and her son
carried on the feather-bed and mattress manufactory
started in 1810 at Rathbone Place by John Harris
Heal. They had recently purchased the " Millers'
Stables" at No. 196, and were now living in a quiet,
pleasant house set in a flower garden and trees well
back from the main road.

Back in Oxford Street the first large shop to be
encountered as one walked westward was Jackson's,